








EASTLAND PLAQUE DEDICATION 
SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 1989 




IT IS A VERY SPECIAL PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO PARTICIPATE IN t 
I 






,I t As MR. STEPIEN HAS INDICATED, THE SOCIAL SCIENCE 
tFACULTY OF THE ACADEMY, AND INDEED OUR STUDENTS, HAVE WORKED 
DILIGENTLY IN THIS PROJECT. IT BECAME NOT ONLY AN ACADEMXC , 
INQUIRY, BUT ALSO A HUMAN ENTERPRISE AS THEY BEGAN TO 
UNDERSTAND THE HISTORY OF THE EASTLAND.DISASTER, AND THE I 




IMR. STEPIEN HAS DESCRIBED THE EVENTS THAT LED US TO f
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FINDING THAT LED STUDENTS AND FACULTY TO GO BEYOND 
RESEARCHING THE EASTLAND--AND TO MOVE FORWARD TO COMMEMORATE t 





(, My ROLE THIS AFTERNOON IS TO PLACE THIS INQUIRY WITHXN 
t 






AND SCIENCE ACADEMY. ALTHOUGH OUR NAME IMPLIES THAT WE 
TEACH ONLY MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE, WE ARE AN INSTITUTION 
THAT FOSTERS INTELLECTUAL INQUIRY IN ALL AREAS OF ~CADEMIC 
-
ENDEAVOR. 
THE ILLINOIS MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE ACADEMY OPENED ON 
SEPTEMBER 7, 1986, WITH 210 SOPHOMORES FROM ACROSS THE STATE 
OF ILLINOIS. WE NOW HAVE A STUDENT POPULATION IN EXCESS OF 
500 STUDENTS, AND WE ARE PROUD THAT IN LESS THAN ONE WEEK, 
WE WILL GRADUATE OUR CHARTER CLASS. 
THE ACADEMY WAS THE INSPIRATION OF DR. LEON LEDERMAN, 
DIRECTOR OF FERMI NATIONAL LABORATORY, AND RECENT NOBEL 
LAUREATE IN PHYSICS, AND WAS CREATED TO INSPIRE AND 
CHALLENGE YOUNG BOYS AND GIRLS GIFTED IN MATHEMATICS AND 
SCIENTIFIC ABILITY. 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THIS BROAD MISSION, THE ACADEMY 
HAD TWO PURPOSES OR GOALS-­
* 	 To PROVIDE AN EXEMPLARY INTELLECTUAL AND SOCIAL 





To SERVE AS A LABORATORY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT,* 
TESTING, AND DISSEM%NATION OF INNOVATIVE IDEAS AND 
STRATEGIES IN MATH~TICS, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
AND THE HUMANXTIES, AND TO SHARE THEM WITH 
TEACHERS IN ILLINOIS Am ACROSS THE NATION. 
THE FOCUS OF THE ACADEKY·S PROGRAM IS THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF LEADERS--LEADERS IN SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS, AND TECHNOLOGY, 
WHO HAVE SIGNIFICANT KNOWLEDGE AXD UNDERSTANDING OF 
HUMANITIES. AND LEADERS IN SOCIAL SCIENCE, HUMANITIES AND 
THE ARTS, WHO WILL HAVE SUFFICIENT KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE SCXENTIFXC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DIMENSIONS 







WE ARE NOW AT A TIME IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS 
INSTITUTION WHERE WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TRULY SHAPE THE 
CONTEXT OF STUDENT LEARNING--TO SHAPE THE WAYS STUDENTS VIEW 
MA"rHEMATICS, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND HUMANITIES; AND TO 
S"rRUCTURE THE CONTEXT WITHIN WHICH THEY PERCEIVE "rHESE 
DISCIPLIHES AS ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS THAT 
PLAGUE US AS A WORLD SOCIETY. 
4 
THE ILLINOIS ACADEMY HAS SPENT A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF 

TIME BEGINNING TO DEFINE THAT CONTEXT, WHICH WE HAVE 
CHARACTERIZED AS OBR S-':UDJaNT QYTeeMES. *,"OSE SKI L,LS, 
BEHAVIORS, HABITS OF MIND, AND SENSIBILITIES THAT WE WISH 
STUDENTS TO DEMONSTRATE AS A RESULT OF WORKING WITH US. 
~. 
I MENTION THESE 9UTeeM!S BECAUSE THEY FORM THE 
CONTEXTUAL SCAFFOLD FOR OUR PROGRAM, AND FORM THE BASIS FOR 
'WHY;' STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO EXPLORE AND TO QUESTION 
AND TO DREAM; AND IT IS THAT EXPLORATION THAT LED TO THE 
EASTLAND PRO~ECT. 
THE ACADEMY IS TRYING TO FACILITATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
APPRENTICE INVESTIGATORS, OF DECIDEDLY DIFFERENT LEARNERS 
WHO CAN-­
* 	 Formulate questions and seek answers through 
OBSERVATION AND INTERPRETATION; 
* 	 Solve problems and think critically in all areas 





Judge the relevance of information, who can* 
DEMONSTRATE A CORE-BASE OF KNOWLEDGE, 
UNDERSTANDING, AND SKILL IN ALL AREAS OF LEARNING, 
- AND STUDENTS WHO KNOW HOW TO DO RESEARCH. 
WE WANT TO DEVELOP LEARNERS WHO WILL THINK CREATIVELY 
AND INNOVATIVELY, WHO WILL NOT BE AFRAID TO USE 
IMAGINATION AND INTUITION IN THE GENERATION AND SOLUTION 
OF PROBLEMS, WHO EXPERIENCE JOY AND EXCITEMENT IN 
LEARNING, WHO APPRECIATE THE AESTHETICS, AND WHO HAVE 
HEALTHY AND POSITIVE SELF CONCEPTS. 
IMSA~s COMMITMENT, HOWEVER, GOES BEYOND PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT. WE WANT TO MAKE SURE OUR STUDENTS LEAVE OUR 
INSTITUTION WITH A SENSE OF SOCIAL AWARENESS AND 
RESPONSIBILITY; AN ABILITY TO MAKE DECISIONS WITHIN A MORAL 
AND ETHICAL CONTEXT, AND AN AWARENESS THAT THEY HAVE A ROLE 
AND A RESPONSIBILITY TO WORK TOWARD THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE 
PUBLIC GOOD THROUGH THEIR ABILITY TO SOLVE THE TECHNOLOGICAL 
AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS FACING OUR WORLD. 
WALT DISNEY SAID THAT OUR GREATEST NATURAL RESOURCE IS 
THE MINDS OF OUR CHILDREN, AND IT IS, INDEED, THE MINDS AND 
HEARTS OF THESE CHILDREN THAT HAVE BROUGHT US TO THIS DAY. 
6 
IN FOCUSING ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF APPRENTICE 
INVESTIGATORS, AND IN CULTIVATING THE ACADEMY AS A COMMUNITY 
OF SCHOLARS DEVOTED TO INTELLECTUAL IMAGINATION AND 
EXPLORATION, WE ARE FOSTERING A NEW AWARENESS OF THE 
INTEGRATION, AND THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN MATHEMATICS, 
SCIENCE, AND THE HUMANITIES; AND PROMOTING BOTH THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
THAT WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE NEXT CENTURY. 
THIS IS AN IMPORTANT DAY FOR THE ILLINOIS MATHEMATICS 
AND SCIENCE ACADEMY BECAUSE IT XS THE CULMINATION OF A 
QUESTION AND A PURSUIT ••• A QUESTION POSED SEVERAL YEARS AGO 
BY A SMALL GROUP OF STUDENTS AND A FLEDGLING INSTITUTION. 
AND THAT QUESTION AND ITS CONCURRENT PURSUIT HAS LED US TO 
TH.IS IMPORTANT DAY--FOR THE CITY OF CHICAGO, FOR THE 
CITIZENS OF ILLINOIS, AND FOR THE FAMILIES OF THOSE WHOSE 
LIVES WERE LOST IN THE EAsTLAND TRAGEDY. 
I AM PRIVILEGED TO BE A PART OF THIS HISTORIC CEREMONY. 
